aples builder and busanesman Todd Gates” wall o
fume m=o't Aled warth the numerous owands s o
iy, Gates MeVey, has accunmuilated ager the yeas.
Mor 18 it decorated with the articles tounng the q.r-u|]~|.1'!"."5 rry
at the
dimk o his busy Maples office, displays oophoes af a different sort

sccesses, Iistead, the wall, which Gares faces whale '~:|II|:||

= :~|:|:1|'-'-=||l.l!: of the l.|'|.|.|:|||.1|.-:'-|| fsls s q..ll.l_.:]'l!

[here ome of Gates Lning the big one, s body aced iden-
tically to the special edmon Guy Harvey shat Gates o weaning
in the phomo, There a frrmed lemer that Guy ey, the leg-
endicy aigder and ardst, sent alter seeang that photo. And thene
are nuanersas other snapshos of o proud Gages showog off the
anpes that didn® ger awing (He relesses the fish shoatly after siap-
ping phetogmphic prooll) And there'’s the recond fh that did ge
awvay — i Cmassave tarpoa’ that ook he and former buseisiss past-
ivrr Jomes BleWey peardy o0 ndnaees to bosd, *We were so con-
cerved aboue getting ot back in the water, we dadn’t e it,”

Caates s, notuag a freend would Lier make an canth—shattening

' Bosie Livieg = sack 2000

By Anne ‘

estimate that no angler wants to hear.” "Baed on the

L
he fgured it wae 1 world record fish that we threw |:».1|-|:'|:'l he

|.1u5;|1.m."||: could have meant §1 million in endorsements.”

A faded photo on the wall bears proof that Gates has been an
avid angler since childhood. He takes annual fshmg; excursions,
often with friends m search of a specific species, and tries to get
out on the water at least once a month, Fishing, he says, grounds
himn. "l like the philssophy of if; the chance o get back
nature, away from people, phones and pagers. My favorite place
to be iz amywhere on the water when the sun & coming up,” says
Crates. "It peaceful and spirstual

Fishing has taken (ates to some exotic and interesting locales.
In addiion to regular excursions to Key West, he includes tomo
internatonal fishing expeditions on has calendar each year. He
recently returned from a troip to the Peard Islands in Panama in
search of marlin {the one fish that has gotten away all thes Gme)
and haz fished the Caribbean, and Central and Laan America,
including fishing for sailfish in letapa, Guoatemala, a spot knomamn

to hold every record for the species. He hopes to one day fish
the Great Barrier Bieef and the Galapagos.

Prictog rgity coriosy ol o



Bt e oo Giates” Evorite getioways & dlose to Jwoane, ™1 losse the
Everplades. Its where [ ge o feed hke Umoin rassic Pk, he s,
“There’s a place thar's o Gr ewst vou can catch a Loge msoath baes
ar an eight=-toot hamemerhead becuse its silbaater and freshoater”

[he varied fishing — evervthing from flyving fishing to back
water sight fishing and deepesea fishing — attracts many anglers
te Southwest Flonida year-mound. It 2 pasbime thas can mke
anglers to quiet back bay waters around the Everglades and Ten
[housnd Lslands and affshore in the Gulf of Medoo. Tarpon and
sk are among the big drvas,
according to Kevin Mihailodf,
who leads mostly  advanced
angders throughout Everglades
Mational - Park

[housind  Lslands. “Tarpon are

and  the Ten

cane of the most prized game fish
becase they're big and had to
Mihadatt. “They're

medy, they jump and pull hard”

catch.” says

For anglers unfamaliar  with
Southvwest Florida’s unigue ecosys

tens, himng a guade provades the
best chance of understanding it “You can be an expert in
Michigan or South Carolina, but you come

here and fishing 5 a whole different expen
ence,” says [ohn Bunch, captam of Giddy Up
fuhing charter out of Pine lsland . " You have
to understand the by picture — the tide
movement, moon phases, wind doection
amd bait fish. There are so mamy varables
people don’t understand.”

Considered one of the top pro guides in
Horda, Bunch, a former Marine officer
and [BM executive, is frequently in the
company of celsbrines, star athletes and
even world leaders — folks who he says
becoune ordimary people when out on
the water. " This = ther tme not o be
a movie star or a former secretary of stage,”
hie sanvs. " People find peace on the water, That's why they're fshing.”

[odd Gerow, one of Gates’ frequent fshing guides. has been
leading Fshing expeditions For more than 26 years. For a ame,
Cieroy was the youngest captaun in the state, having earned his
stripes at the tender age of 15" The first kids | 1an mito when |
maved here were heading out to fish,” he savs. " From then on,
[ had the fishing bug.”

Mest of Geroy's clients are full-tame residents or regular annu
al vmsitors, and most, he says, come in search of the "Silver King"
— tarpon that can easily reach 180 pounds and put up a good

fight i the proces. His specialty 1= coastal and mehore fishing

alomg the inland bays south of Baples o SMarco lsland.

Fior Southwess Florda anglers (sl ovtdoors enthusaass} the
arrwval of the mega-chain Bas Pro Shops in Esteros Gulf Cos
Fwen Conper ushers o the aeas growang prestige as a fehng
destination, even attracting shoppers foan as Gr awery as the
[ he

125 - squiame—food o, though smaller than many other Bass

Baharmas, say: promotons  manager lanet Courtney

Prer Shaoges, 1 a veritable Candyland for ainglers. Neser mand the
pao—story waterlall or enormous salt- and

freshowater aguarivms, the custom painbed

Loy} B 2l B

| murals depacting life in the Everglades or
the Big Cuvpres Matonal Preserse; ik
the bundieds of meels, lures and  ban
aptois that get even the most jaded
angler walivatng, The stone, one of 54
| wores either open or under construc-
| ok, even has expents on stal o hand-
v ees. leoalso sells poswverboas and
Liyaks, the Lumer o popular vessel fog
fishang, sy Courtney,

Gates Jmsell b been wowed by
the stere, spending a morning and o good part of an afternoon
browasng through the Landesdale location. " Um not a sdhajper
Bt 1 ot all erack of e dnothere)” lre admms. “les o mecea”

Crottingy o koew Southwess Flondas
hot fehang holes = as sample as sisrong
lorcal bt shogs or Jardware stones. " These
are the people really wp to date with wha's

pivingr oan,” says Creroy

Oir rely on the expertse of a gude
Bunch, who also sprecaalzes o tagpon — a
spectes he hkens o red-headed somen —
prises the wsgght of a former client ™ He
st Sy hours Javeng e show buo the dal=
ferent aress [ like o fish,” Busch recalk, ™ He
had e explain hoeaw o sl i these e and
what rechomgues to wiee He wanted to Enew
from o what made me successful and what o
look for on the water”

I you o ot oo aloase, tread lighls, says
Slihaalod®= ~ Take o alosw amed don’t rush e aes you'ne el
famaliar wath oo you could damage griss beds, run aground or
ek off the gy an another boa Youve cut thens o enjoy your-

self. That's swhar Ashdng = all abowae”

Todd Geroy Charters » (239) 793-7141

" 1 ] [ ]

Giddy Up Fishing Charters » Captain John Bunch
wwwicaptgiddyupnet » (239) 283-6838
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